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Picture of WAW003 May 31st, 2023.  
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Thursday’s WAW003 Weather Forecast 

  
TODAY: Southwesterly winds on Thursday afternoon will 
veer to the north and then northeast this evening as a cold 
front moves north to south across the fire. Winds overnight 
become near calm. A chance of showers arrives during the 
wind shift early this evening. 
 
 
OUTLOOK: Mostly sunny with daytime high temperatures 
reaching 31C and Minimum RH values in the low 30% range. 
Winds will be easterly 10-15 km/h for most of the day, possibly 
switching to the northeast in the late afternoon or early 
evening. Gusts will be in the 30km/h range. No precipitation is 
expected. 
 
 
 

Wawa’s Weather Forecast 
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White River, ON - 7 Day Forecast - Environment Canada (weather.gc.ca) 

 

Current Fire Situation: 

• Wawa 3 was confirmed during the afternoon of May 27th along TransCanada 
highway 17 by the Depew River. The cause of the fire is currently under 
investigation.  

• Effective today, the Brown Incident Management Team (IMT) is managing Wawa 
3. This is an Ontario Type 1 Incident Management Team. An Incident Command 
Post is being established for the Incident Management Team. 

• The fire status is Not Under Control (NUC). 

• Observed fire behaviour for Wawa 3 was fire intensity class 5 on May 31st, 2023.  

• The most up-to-date fire perimeter is 6810.67 ha. 

• There are 5 helicopters, 12 Fire Ranger crews assigned to WAW003 and additional 
resources have been requested.  

• Fixed wing fire suppression aircraft have been actively working priority areas of the 
fire. Bucketing helicopters, service, and transport helicopters are also working on 
the fire.  Structural protection is ongoing in the area surrounding WAW003.  

• To see a map of all active fires visit: https://www.ontario.ca/page/forest-fires 

• A reminder that NOTAMs remain in place surrounding all active forest fires. 
NOTAMs (Notice to Airmen): Section 601.15 of the Canadian Aviation 
Regulations (CARs) states that the airspace around forest fires is restricted 
to forest fire suppression aircraft only, specifically airspace within 5 nautical 
miles, up to an altitude of 3000 feet above ground level is restricted to forest fire 

https://weather.gc.ca/city/pages/on-67_metric_e.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/forest-fires
https://lois-laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-96-433/FullText.html
https://lois-laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-96-433/FullText.html
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suppression aircraft only. Pilots are reminded that NOTAMs concerning forest fires 
can be found in the Flight Information Region (FIR) section when flight planning. 

• For more information about drones, waterbombers and restricted airspace during 
forest fires please visit: 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/drones-waterbombersrestricted-airspace-during-
forest-fires 

 

Latest Fire Perimeter Map 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/drones-waterbombersrestricted-airspace-during-forest-fires
https://www.ontario.ca/page/drones-waterbombersrestricted-airspace-during-forest-fires
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Implementation Order 

Under the Emergency Area Order EAO-2023-01 declared on May 31, 2023, the Ministry 

of Natural Resources and Forestry, Chapleau-Wawa District has put in an 

Implementation Order for the WAW003 fire to protect public safety and to facilitate 

effective fire suppression. The following restrictions listed below and as outlined on the 

Implementation Order map, are now in effect until further notice. 

All travel and use of the following areas is prohibited unless authorized by a Travel 

Permit issued by the Chapleau-Wawa District Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Forestry (MNRF): 

• 400 south of where Road 400 intersects the White River Forest Unit boundary  

• Road 300 south of the intersection of Road 300 and Road 350,  

• Road 500 west of the intersection of Road 500 and Road 550,  

• Road 226 west of the intersection of Road 226 and Hwy. 631,  

• “Mink Lake East" Road north of intersection of "Mink Lake East" Road and Hwy. 
631,  

• "Mink Lake Boat Launch" Road north of intersection of "Mink Lake Boat Launch" 
Road and Hwy. 631,  

• Operational Road 631-02 north of intersection of Road 631-02 and Hwy. 631,  

• Operational Road 631-01 (aka. Tower Road) north of intersection of Road 631-
01 and Hwy. 631,  

• Road 100 north of intersection of Road 100 and the Picnic Lake Road,  

• North Reagan Road north of intersection of North Reagan Road and Road 50,  
 

For more information on the restrictions and travel permits, please contact Tim Mutter, 

Information Officer at Chapleau-Wawa District Office at 705-465-2087. 

 

 

 

For inquiries about the travel restrictions please call:   

705-465-2087 
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Implementation Order Map 
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Restricted Fire Zone 

Due to high to extreme fire hazard, the commitment of resources to existing fires 
and the potential for resource shortages to occur, a Restricted Fire Zone Order is 
required for the Northeast Fire Region (Restricted Fire Zones 15-22, 24-28). The 
area impacted is; from Georgian Bay west of Gravenhurst to the Quebec border east 
of Arnprior, north to James Bay, west along the Albany River and then south to 
Marathon, continuing along the Georgian Bay back to Gravenhurst and also includes 
Manitoulin Island. This order is required to reduce the number of new human-caused 
wildfires. As we are expecting the hazard to increase into the foreseeable future, 
along with the potential for problematic fires to exists. 
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Smoke Concerns 

Due to unsettled weather, there may be an increase in the amount of dense smoke from 
Thursday evening though to Saturday until there is a shift in wind direction in the White 
River area. 
  
If you have questions or concerns about smoke and your health, please contact 

TeleHealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000. 

 

Contact Numbers and Online Information 

For more information about travel restrictions: 705-465-6281 

For general information about the fire situation call the Northeast Region Wildland 

Fire Information Hotline: 1-888-220-7242  

For fire information about WAW003 call the Brown Incident Management Team Fire 

Information Officer, Maurice Lecours, for WAW003 at 708-856-4735 

For information about highway closures: 5-1-1 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via email, please contact: 

affes.communications@ontario.ca  

 

 

 
FOLLOW:   @ONforestfires | @ONfeudeforet 

 
WEB:  ontario.ca/forestfire | ontario.ca/incendiedeforet 

 

CALL:  Fire Updates 1-888-220-7242 | TRAVEL PERMITS: 705-465-2087 

 
WAW003 Fire Updates 705-856-4735 

mailto:affes.communications@ontario.ca
https://twitter.com/ONforestfires
https://twitter.com/ONfeudeforet
https://www.ontario.ca/page/forest-wildland-and-outdoor-fires
https://www.ontario.ca/fr/page/feux-de-foret-feux-de-broussailles-et-feux-en-plein-air

